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the Chinese trade to be paralysed, and our humanity
was horrified by the news of massacres which
Gustavus Adolphus, Cromwell, or Turenne would
have looked upon as the regrettable but necessary
consequences of war. Then, again, in India, for one
war that we have waged, we have prevented twenty
by the mere establishment of a strong central
authority. Accordingly the population of India has
increased at least fourfold, probably fivefold, within a
century.

There is another way in which we are the blind
instruments of fate for multiplying- the races that are
now our subjects, and will one day be our rivals.
We carry the sanitary science and the engineering
skill of Europe into the East. The Indian official
who wishes to obtain favourable notice at headquarters
is very apt to promulgate a new plan of some crowded
native town, by which broad streets are to replace
the sinuous alleys, and before which the worst
quarter will disappear. No native can be compelled
to build in conformity with the new regulations, but
every native who refuses to do it knows or thinks
that he will be a marked man with the police, and
compliance is very general. The system does not
make our " Raj " popular, but it compasses great
good for the people at a comparatively small cost,
and familiarises the masses with elementary notions
of decency. Five years ago a Governor of the so-
called "benighted Presidency," Madras, Sir M. E
Grant Duff, put it on record, that "nearly all
municipalities are now willing to undertake the"
(sanitary) "conservancy of private dwellings for a
small fee." l Accordingly, though India is still the
1 Review Minute of 2Oth September 1886, by H.E. the Governor.